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[Music] this is cnn [Music] a day for the history books what could be the second time ever the house 
impeaches a president the matter before the house is a question of lying under oath what the president did 
was wrong but his symbol does not rise to the height of sync to the depth of an impeachable offense let not 
history look back on this day and say there on that date america surrendered the rule of law this is indeed a 
republican coup d'etat and a last-minute move hillary clinton goes to capitol hill for an 11th hour show of 
support what you can hear now is a another round of air strikes on baghdad our other top story a third night 
of air strikes against iraq more cruise missiles fired than during the gulf war is this assault going exactly as 
planned [Music] it is 8 a.m on the east coast 5 am on the west 4pm in baghdad this is saturday december 
19th from the cnn center in atlanta this is early edition good morning i'm carol lynn and we thank you for 
joining us this hour i'm leon harris frank sesno joins us from washington and we welcome our viewers around 
the world as well this morning we have two major developing stories to tell you about this morning one of 
them possibly the story of the year a president in crisis and a third wave of intense bombings in iraq first the 
likely impeachment of president william jefferson clinton this day has an appointment with history you are 
looking at a live picture of the u.s capitol where the house of representatives will gavel 
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representatives will gavel into session in one hour and if the members proceed as expected for only the 
second time in this nation's history a president will be impeached within this half hour hillary rodham clinton 
will leave the white house for capitol hill to address democrats supporting the president and now our other 
top story the strike against baghdad this is a live picture where again it looks like a normal afternoon but this 
was the scene overnight as cruise missiles streaked across the sky and according to the pentagon hit many 
of their targets the pentagon also tells us this third wave of missiles was the most extensive yet we are going 
to have live coverage from baghdad in just a few minutes that's right but we turn back now to the historic 
impeachment vote schedule for today we go down to our nation's capital and to our bureau chief frank sesno 
who joins us from washington morning friends morning frank well good morning to you both remember this 
day december 19 1998 market in your brains because we are facing a momentous decision here in 
washington as the white house is doing all it can to stop the president's impeachment but it seems all but 
unstoppable today the first lady steps into this volatile political mix as we speak she's preparing to head to a 
democratic caucus on capitol hill she'll encourage the democrats and thank them for defending her husband 
she spoke out yesterday and urged forgiveness and reconciliations reconciliation rather how are things 
expected to unfold today the full house reconvenes in less than an hour from now at 9 00 a.m eastern time 
debate will last for one hour both sides will share it equally when the debate is over democrats will present 
what's called a motion to recommit that is an effort to amend the impeachment resolution to allow 
consideration of censure it will surely fail and when it does it takes only one person to object the house 


moves to vote on the articles of impeachment there will there are four of them each article will be voted on 
separately two of the articles deal with presidential perjury one deals with obstruction of justice the last deals 
with abuse of power if just one of those 
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with abuse of power if just one of those four articles is approved the president is impeached triggering a trial 
in the united states senate well just how are we to uh did we arrive rather at this prelude to impeachment 
cnn's candy crowley has followed the story from the start she looks at the path we're on the record will show 
it began at 9 31 friday morning december 18th but the pages of history cannot capture the chill of the first 
moments house calendar number 281 house resolution 611 resolved that william jefferson clinton president 
of the united states is impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors it felt like a weight onto the house floor 
the formidable chairman of the house judiciary committee who has carried the burden for republicans picked 
it up again listen it's your country the president is our flag bearer he stands out in front of our people and the 
flag is falling catch the falling flag as we keep our appointment with history for republicans the task was to 
elevate the debate to values the constitution the law and the truth are that the president did not tell the truth 
under oath on august 17th and on other occasions but specifically on august 17th and let me address why 
that matters so much and why that rises to the level of high crimes and misdemeanors because it 
undermines my ability to trust this president democrats countered with an effort to paint everything about the 
case as blatantly political patently unfair you dislike him but you can't get him in the manner which you've 
tried before so now you're going to use this gonad driven impeachment process to try and get him you may 
challenge the facts you may challenge my reasoning but do not challenge the integrity of my purpose the 
anger of democrats fairly radiated from the house floor 
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fairly radiated from the house floor it was their fiercest assault yet hardball politics designed to shred the 
legitimacy of the republican case it was too much for the republican gentleman from california a top gun who 
flew missions over vietnam not once did i ever worry about what was going on in congress i worried about 
the strike mission about where the sams were where the aaa was about getting back to my carrier alive there 
were exceptions to the rule the rare republican against impeachment because i believe that as republicans 
we have failed to rise to our obligation as a matter of conscience i must vote against impeachment and i rule 
this day the rare democrat for impeachment most basic rights of the people will be preserved only so long as 
public officials at every level of government tremble before the law as a deeply disheartened democrat i will 
be voting yes on impeachment articles one two and three mostly though now they are talking past each other 
all of them certain that this page of history has been all but written there is an air of resignation on capitol hill 
now they believe at least one article perhaps up to three maybe even four will pass sometime this morning in 
the house of representatives candy crowley cnn live on capitol hill thanks kenny as we told you before 
today's vote on impeaching her husband the first lady will be going to capitol hill to give the democrats what's 
being called a pep talk to thank them for defending the president there will be much more defense to come 
the visit comes at a time that some might say is too little too late cnn's wolf blitzer looks at the defense of the 
president soon after the house debate started mrs clinton broke her recent and noticeable silence about the 
president's impeachment fight but she offered no passionate defense only a subdued endorsement 
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only a subdued endorsement you know the vast majority of americans share my approval and pride uh in the 
job that the president's been doing for our country she never mentioned the impeachment debate directly but 
did call the holiday season a time to forgive we in our country ought to practice uh reconciliation and we 
ought to bring our country together and we ought to end divisiveness uh because we can do so much more 
together early on she might have had the uh cachet to go and and ask the public to forgive him as she had 
forgiven him but there seems to be some doubt whether she's really forgiven them on the house floor the 
president's supporters also never tried to defend his conduct even as they argued against impeachment mr 


speaker there's no question that what the president has done is reprehensible instead democrats repeatedly 
argued this is no time to impeach a commander-in-chief with us troops attacking iraq it's unfair not to allow a 
vote on the censure a majority of the public wants and that no matter how awful the president's behavior 
impeachment is simply not appropriate the president is guilty of conduct unbefitting his office however 
despite his actions i do not believe they rise to the level of high crimes and misdemeanors aides say mr 
clinton wasn't watching much of the historic debate they say he was too busy doing the nation's business 
and monitoring the strikes against iraq he stayed away from tv cameras and reporters but still cameras 
caught him smiling in a meeting with visiting european commission leaders i um dropped in on the president 
to ask him what his mood was um and he reported it to be very good um so i asked him to account for the 
fact that it was very good the president replied he was especially happy the us had so far suffered no 
casualties in iraq the christmas season was a time for good cheer and he'd gotten seven hours sleep but no 
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and he'd gotten seven hours sleep but no matter what the white house tries to say the president's closest 
aides say he's fully resigned to becoming only the second president in american history to be impeached 
they say he's already gearing up for a battle in the senate wolf blitzer cnn the white house the battle in the 
senate will be the most perilous of president clinton's political career it will be about his immediate future and 
about his ultimate legacy cnn white house correspondent john king joins us now with how the president is 
preparing for that fight john frank as wolfe reported the president resigned that his legacy will be forever 
scarred today he will be impeached by the house of representatives the survival strategy now unfolding as 
the president prepares for a senate trial tries to find some way to strike a quick bipartisan compromise so 
that a trial does not drag out for three four five or possibly six months the first lady's trip to capitol hill in the 
next half hour is the first part of that strategy we're told by our sources one reason she will go to the house 
democratic caucus today is to hear directly from the democratic members that they want her to fight they 
want her to tell her to tell her husband to fight now as more and more republicans say that any impeached 
president should step aside for the good of the country one problem for the white house as it deals with this 
chorus of calls for the president's resignation a few democrats trickling in there just yesterday as they said 
they would vote no on impeachment two house democrats louise slaughter of new york william lipinski of 
illinois said they thought it would be best for the president to resign if he is impeached the democrats 
desperate to keep those calls to a minimum to try to paint this as a republican effort to smear the president 
and now of course on the day bill clinton is all but certain to be impeached by the house a lot of people 
reflecting on his legacy reflecting on his record one of those people mike mccurry the long time former white 
house press secretary who in an interview with british television aired publicly the reservations he had 
privately working for this president he's got enormous capacity and i have 
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he's got enormous capacity and i have great respect for all the range of talents he has but it's you always left 
somewhat ambivalent because it's kind of juxtaposed with this incredibly bizarre personal behavior now the 
president declined any comment yesterday as he watched the house debate unfold in the in the house of 
representatives but today we're told shortly after the vote he and house democratic leaders will appear in the 
rose garden the president will make a direct appeal to the senate and to the american people that he 
believes the best way to keep this political drama that dominated 1998 from carrying over into 1999 is for 
some quick bipartisan punishment deal that allows him to stay in office frank john very quickly is my 
understanding the part of the reason for the first lady's journey to capitol hill is to build resolve to fight this bit 
about resignation and they're going to cast that in principled even constitutional terms democrats will make 
the case that the republican drive to impeach this president has been a partisan vendetta and that if this 
democratic president resigned because of it that the the balance of powers between executive and legislative 
branches of the government would be forever changed and that any president in the future could have this 
happen to him or her as well john king at the white house according to a cnn survey of members of the 
house of representatives there are enough votes in the house to impeach the president as this day dawns 
however according to our latest cnn time poll it still doesn't square with the american public in it 38 percent 


say president clinton should be impeached 59 remain opposed and when asked if the entire impeachment 
process has led to a loss of confidence in the president two-thirds of americans say no it is not we also 
asked if the impeachment investigation has caused americans to lose confidence in the republican party's 
ability to govern the numbers about evenly split there 44 said yes fifty a forty nine rather percent disagreed 
and when asked if the entire investigation has diminished the president's effectiveness public sentiment 
again almost evenly split fifty one percent said yes forty seven percent said no we're joined 
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forty seven percent said no we're joined on the set now by cnn senior analyst jeff greenfield jeff what do you 
make of all these numbers uh what i think has been true since the beginning that polls are a very bad guy to 
the future if we had tracked the polls in the beginning we never would have thought we were at this place 
we're on the verge of impeachment fact is polls don't measure intensity polls don't measure a political 
process we're a committed majority that is both personally and politically terribly opposed to to the president 
of the other party is determined to go ahead so speaking of that intensity and tying it to the poll the number 
that catches me is the 51 say the president is of diminished effectiveness now and given that we're hearing a 
number of republicans say it's got to be resignation that's next because you can't tie up the country do those 
uh combine in potentially bad ways for the president that's why congressman barney frank was at pains to 
make the following argument what you guys are doing he said to the republicans is you're doing a two-step 
first you say impeachment's only an accusation he's still the president then you take the evidence of the 
impeachment and you say ah well he's impeached he he can't govern he'd best resign uh the most 
disturbing part of anything that's been reported so far this morning is that the trickle of calls from democrats 
uh from the very beginning to to me this this controversy has depended on whether the democrats stay the 
course with the president if they start saying you gotta go that changes the whole thing there was a very 
interesting point made on the floor yesterday by by some who said it's totally hypocritical to be calling for 
resignation now you argued this through uh all of this saying this is effectively you know an indictment in the 
house it's up to the senate to to judge to decide we've got to let the senate judge and decide why are you 
now jumping in and interrupting the process well i think this this brings me back to the point about intensity if 
you look at it from a political point of view and david broder of the washington post was making this point uh 
here yesterday it's not under in the republicans political interest to get rid of the president you then have a 
relatively untainted al gore say for the campaign finance story as president you have an incumbent president 
but to me this is a this is much more visceral 
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me this is a this is much more visceral as the slogan goes in that movie this time it's personal i've i think the 
dislike among some republicans of this president it's about the culture it's about the sense that he's gotten 
away with stuff for six years uh we heard one congressman yesterday talk about threats to some witnesses 
physical threats this is not a political struggle it's beyond that and therefore the intensity level i think is is 
even higher than it would be you know given an impeachment proceeding jeff greenfield thanks we'll be back 
to you so for more on the impeachment debate now and where it stands where it goes we go back to carol 
and leon in atlanta all right thank you very much frank we'll see you later well u.s house members say that 
they've been hearing by phone and facts what their constituents think about the impeachment debate one of 
them representative bill mccollum of florida is taking the time to talk with us this morning thank you for 
coming out and talking to us uh is there anything that any of your constituents could say to you at this point 
that would change your mind in any way no and it would yes for several weeks now because quite frankly did 
commit the perjury and obstruction i'm sorry congressman i'd hate to cut you off but could you start your i 
could you repeat the beginning of your answer we had some some minor problems with our microphones 
can you answer i was just saying that no there is nothing right now my constituents or anybody else could tell 
me that would change my views because i can concluded a couple of weeks ago in studying the evidence in 
the committee that the president committed perjury and obstruction of justice and things that i just don't think 
he can stay in office and be of the president or should be the president united states we should advise our 
viewers right now that we understand that hillary rodham clinton the first lady is on her way now to capitol hill 


to this meeting she's going to be having uh with the democratic caucus uh we'll be going to that shot as soon 
as we see her but congressman cullen must continue here uh at this historic moment that's been 
orchestrated by your party is there any concern at all at the droves of voters now who have been turned off 
by the way this process has been conducted frankly we are not listening to the public at the present moment 
in that broad sense because i believe that as opposed to what i've heard a little bit of the comments this 
morning where people said we're visceral with this or we're gut with this it's not so 
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this or we're gut with this it's not so we're doing this because of very philosophical concerns of the dire 
consequences to our justice system if the message goes out there of toleration in this case if indeed the 
president's committed these crimes he's undermining the judicial system the right of every citizen to go to 
court and have their day in court and have the truth be told in court and have justice be done that's what 
we're concerned with that there's going to be a terrible message and more people will commit perjury and 
obstruction of justice if this president is allowed to stand in office having done these things and we know that 
he's done them now when you say that can you say that you are speaking for all republicans knowing that 
there are some who have even called for censure i think that i'm speaking for the vast majority i can't speak 
for every single republican but i can tell you i can for everyone on the judiciary committee who i spent lots of 
hours with and i believe listening to the debate which i was on the floor for most of managing part of it 
yesterday i can speak for those i heard speak there was a sincerity about it a true belief now that doesn't 
mean that democrats aren't sincere there's a different way of looking at this some people don't think these 
are impeachable offenses i take great issue with that i believe they're they're definitely impeachable i believe 
that perjury rises at least to the level of bribery uh we know that from the history of the of the country and 
when it was founded and i believe that to fail to impeach the president if you believe as i do that he has 
actually committed perjury before the grand jury not just in front of the the petty court in this case would leave 
a terrible impression he's a commander-in-chief he's the chief law enforcement officer of the nation he's 
going to stay in office having done this when other people would be in jail for doing it and we know we have a 
lot of them there that's the problem congressman we thank you very much for your time and your thoughts 
this morning we'll let you get on to work right now thank you very much thank you cheryl once again the first 
lady is getting ready to leave the white house she is departing for capitol hill to soeak to loyal democratic 
supporters of the president before this historic impeachment vote and we have much more ahead as well on 
early edition we are going to talk with former national security adviser brent scowcroft about the military 
action against iraq and what may lie ahead 
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you are looking at a live picture of the capitol building where the first lady will be on route to speak to loyal 
democratic supporters of her husband right before the house of representatives votes as to whether to 
impeach him that debate resumes at nine eastern in about 30 minutes and right now we resume our 
coverage out of washington let's go back to frank sesno frank leon carroll four articles of impeachment today 
as we've mentioned two on perjury one on abuse of power one on obstruction of justice i'm joined now by 
stephen hess a senior fellow in governmental studies at the brookings institution written many books on the 
presidency congress the media also by alan barron who actually served as special independent counsel to 
the united states house of representatives you tried the two most recent impeachment proceedings against 
federal judges that's true we should also say that uh you are in occasional contact with the strategists at the 
white house just to play out exactly what's going on but we're not having you here in that role we're having 
you here in your in this in your role as the expert on impeachment talk about what happens in the senate trial 
because that will be triggered if there is a vote for impeachment as far as convicting making a decision 
standards of proof what happens well it's very interesting we're houston in a court proceeding that the judge 
will instruct the jury as to what the standard of proof is in a criminal case it's beyond a reasonable doubt in a 
civil case it's a mere preponderance of the evidence no binding standard applies to the senate each senator 
is permitted to decide which standard of proof he or she wants to apply to the case this came up in the 
hastings case and the senate specifically rejected that there was a one binding standard of proof which is an 


extraordinary set of circumstances steven has it is extraordinary uh and i think it's going to play into the fact 
that we uh have 100 united states senators who think of themselves as very independent creatures i don't 
think we can just expect because they're 55 republicans 45 democrats that the ultimate vote is going to be 
55 40. clear something up for us and for the for the viewers and that is how long a senate trial really would 
take presuming 
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senate trial really would take presuming that there's no vote to cut it off and cut a deal but if it goes all the 
way through is it days weeks months is it really the the sky is falling that this could tie up the united states 
government as we know it well i was going to say i'm old but i'm not 130 years old i mean the only 
experience we have would be andrew johnson that lasted three months started in march ended ended in 
may but there were 54 senators at that time so there's nothing in history that gives us any great clue well if 
just how long it takes to try an important uh complex case which i think this certainly qualifies um if you 
include within your timetable the motion practice before the actual presentation of evidence takes place i 
think you're talking months this is not going to be a couple of weeks and then it's done you know but another 
aspect of that if both sides truly think that it's in their interest to act quickly and i think it is not that there's 
good will on both sides but but self-interest on both sides couldn't they do it pretty quickly they could uh you 
could first of all there was a procedural aspect of a motion to adjourn the trial and this could then lead to uh 
the trial suspending but that kind of begs the question in terms of whether how long a full trial would take 
when you tried those uh impeachment uh cases before the united states senate what was now that obviously 
not a president very different but what was the dynamic and if you were the president's council how would 
you be approaching this case well it is again it depends what your strategy is it has many of the trappings of 
a trial you put on witnesses you cross examine witnesses you put in evidence you argue the evidence all of 
that is there it's just in this sort of very strange unusual context my strategy if i felt i had the votes i think i 
would try to precipitate the issue very quickly move to dismiss the articles assume the evidence can you do 
that as a prosecutor should i do that as accounts rather as the council as a council what i would do is file a 
motion if i felt i had the votes that's the key if i felt i had the votes that so that a two-thirds majority to convict 
would not be uh precipitated uh i would uh file a motion uh to dismiss the articles 
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file a motion uh to dismiss the articles on the grounds that they really fail to state a high crime and 
misdemeanor assume the following facts all the key facts for purposes of the motion and see if i can hold the 
line that would set down a marker very quickly that the two-thirds is not there to concentrate very quickly a 
question about that as a non-lawyer wouldn't it make a lot of difference on which articles are approved today 
if it's article if article 3 and 4 go down i think there's much less need to have witnesses those are the ones 
that strike me as very circumstantial if it's article one and two then i think it could be handled much more 
likely i think so i think that is a is a very good point we will hear much more about senate trial and the 
prospects and the uh and the procedures in of course the days ahead but today it is about the vote for 
impeachment in the u.s house one triggers the other obviously the impeachment debate live from capitol hill 
coming up shortly and the very latest from iraq live from baghdad when we return welcome back to early 
edition i'm carol lynn and i'm leon harris time to check our top stories this morning impeachment and the 
strike on iraq we start here the u.s capitol and the pending impeachment vote you're looking now at a live 
picture from washington where in less than a half hour from now the house will begin that historic debate that 
leads to the vote meanwhile half a world away witnesses say the third wave of cruise missile strikes on 
baghdad was the fiercest yet and the targets included the headquarters of the ruling bath party a member of 
iraq's parliament tells reuters 68 people have been killed in three nights of airstrikes but that figure is not 
independently confirmed we're going to have more on baghdad in just a few minutes but first we're going to 
check in again with frank sesno in washington frank carol if the house votes today to impeach president 
clinton his political fate will shift almost instantly to the senate as we just discussed there's a full-blown trial 
there it would be unprecedented in modern political times as we mentioned the last time it happened 130 
years ago only the second time ever in us history that the upper 
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ever in us history that the upper chamber's taken up articles of impeachment cnn's bob franken explains how 
this national morality play might unfold on your television the issue is perjury lying under oath house 
republicans promise to get impeachment over with by the end of the year it won't be all over the president 
and the congress will be diverted from their urgent national business while prolonged proceedings take place 
in the senate maybe maybe not it is true that impeachment will mean the president's case moves across the 
capitol to the senate for a trial however the senate is obliged to commence the trial but it could terminate 
prior to conclusion once the trial begins senators can end the proceedings anytime they want by a simple 
majority vote that's when the president might work out the alternative deal that has eluded him in the house 
censure this is the one option the republican leadership refuses to consider they won't even let us vote on it 
top political figures in washington from both parties in and out of congress are already pushing for a censure 
deal in the senate what would amount to the president copying a plea it can basically hold the trial in 
abeyance as it were and to take up other business and the other business being the center of the president 
and then if there is uh if that central motion uh uh now passes then the senate can reconvene the trial and 
then vote to acquit the uh vote to acquit the president senate leaders will only acknowledge talking about 
procedures we are we've had good discussions leading up to our expectation that we may have to take 
some action we haven't made any decisions if the president is impeached in a few hours as everyone 
expects the house must appoint so-called managers in effect a team of prosecutors led by judiciary chairman 
henry hyde to take the case to senate trial but since the senate will not deal with the 
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since the senate will not deal with the case until next year the managers will have to be voted again by the 
new house with its much smaller republican majority and it's possible that the managers would be rejected in 
which case uh impeachment would be effectively blocked so even after today's impeachment vote in the 
house is over it's not over bob franken cnn live capitol hill and the debate on the hill begins about 25 minutes 
from now but for now back to carol and leon at cnn welcome back to early edition last night during the 
historic house debate on impeachment several members actually stepped up to the podium and asked for 
the president to resign the president's close personal friend jesse jackson joins us now by telephone from 
chicago he spoke with the president last night and perhaps sir you can tell us how did he respond to these 
calls well first of all the president chooses to resist not to resign we encourage him to resist to protect the 
franchise of the 96-98 voters to resign is to validate a partisan lame duck hypocritical congress using raw 
power recklessly they are fast tracking uh this process trying to outrun the november third election if those 
who are lost for not voting and those who want were not within we would not be in this crisis even today if 
they want to use a gag vote the slim majority will not allow the minority the option to up to impeach or to or to 
censor now jesse i'm referring him to resist i'm assuming that the president assured you that he was not 
resigning with every assurance president clinton will take this matter uh to the senate but we the people who 
organized protest this past friday will organize a massive national date of resistance expressing outrage 
when the senate trial begins and we urge the congress congressional leaders today at some point to walk off 
that floor and protest and expose the protestant meanness don't be a backdrop for the madness and 
meanness of this uh of this steamroller now you 
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of this uh of this steamroller now you mentioned your national campaign to resist resignation what makes 
you think that by having people voice out at this point that it's really going to make a difference to a congress 
as we talked with several members who said look we i'm going to vote my conscience and even if it may go 
against what my constituents want me to do they don't have the option to vote their conscience because if it 
were a censor or impeach many even republicans choose censorship over resignation what mr clinton did uh 
less than canada by the private sex act was a lame attempt to protect the owner of his family in office is not 
to the level of treason a crime against the state of threat of national security there's no sense of proportional 
justice that's why people are saying reprimand yes impeachment no they're asking for some sense of a 


bipartisan balanced judgment what is president ford or what is mr dole people are asking for maturity and 
proportional justice all right well i'm assuming that you like all of us will be watching this debate and this 
historic vote all right thank you very much jesse jackson for joining us this morning well most of us have an 
opinion about the impeachment debate going on in washington and many of us like to tell somebody what we 
think cnn's ed garston has found one group that does not hold back senior citizens at a retirement village in 
michigan very tired but when it comes to whether or not president clinton should be impeached the residents 
of henry ford village are far from retiring nobody is cat we've got here we can have a trashy president who's 
doing good things for the country no you can't we cannot have a trashy present but don't lie about it the 
previous question shall be considered as ordered on the resolution indeed the residents here who watched 
the house debate were no closer to compromise on the issue of impeachment than the members of congress 
the people do not want our president to be impeached the nicest thing would be if he would just nice and 
quietly resign 
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if he would just nice and quietly resign save us all his hardship amen that's all i have to say 93 year old lillian 
said personal experience tells her the whole process is unnecessary five years of our impressions i think i'm 
an authority and man and i think this is just making a mountain out of a mole but aside from the anger pro or 
con there was also sadness too bad this had to happen it's a blemish on our history it's a sad page in our 
history and i'll tell you that and on that point no one here disagreed ed garston cnn dearborn michigan all 
right right now we're going to take a live picture of capitol hill where the debate over the whether the 
president should be impeached will continue today along with an historic vote where the politics are getting 
pretty mean that's right coming up bruce morton is going to take a look at just how washington did get to be 
so nasty stay tuned you are looking at a picture of the united states capital this morning on this morning of of 
impeachment at 8 53 eastern time in just a few short minutes the impeachment debate is scheduled to get 
underway then votes on four articles of impeachment first lady hillary rodham clinton is on the hill meeting 
with the democratic caucus at this hour now you see a picture of the chamber itself pretty much empty 
except for a few stragglers who are coming in just a bit ahead of time they will be there they will be riveted it 
will be the first time in 130 years that this body has contemplated the impeachment of a president the first 
lady calling for forgiveness and reconciliation not much of that in its place partisanship even among the been 
there seen that mentality often encountered here in washington certainly among the press corps the 
convergence of this 
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press corps the convergence of this impeachment story in the airstrikes in iraq are creating a strange new 
world among reporters cnn's bruce morton explains smear meaner this place is getting meaner you could 
see it as the debate began the rules prohibit members from engaging in generally personal abusive language 
toward the president and also from engaging in comparisons to personal conduct of sitting members of either 
house of congress some members who are leaving talked about how it's changed now we are routinely using 
criminal accusations and scandal to win the political battles and ideological differences we cannot settle at 
the ballot box it bothers me about the venom and the hatred and the and the camaraderie that is non-existent 
in this house anymore when did it start hard to say maybe the clarence thomas hearings in 1991 that it 
contains no reference to any mention of judge thomas's private parts or sexual prowess maybe when the 
senate didn't confirm the late john tower as defense secretary with lots of references to classified fbi files 
which mix truth and gossip alleging he may be drank or womanized certainly uh the quality of our mercy has 
been diminished because of the tower affair speaker jim wright resigned in a cloud of ethics charges speaker 
tom foley had to confront rumors he was gay congressman barney frank openly gay had to hear this from 
majority leader dick armey and i don't need to listen to barney [___] barney frank slip of the tongue army said 
if it isn't in there it can't slip out frank said then there was speaker newt gingrich complaining about his seat 
on air force one and route to uh chuck rabin's funeral at the time of the government shutdown i can tell you 
this if it would get the government the 
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if it would get the government the first lady was very warmly received by all of the members of the 
democratic caucus dave bonyer and rosa delauro and maxine waters and martin frost all said statements of 
their feelings about her being here they told her that they feel the process we're following is unfair because 
we're not allowed to vote on censure and they told her that they supported her efforts and her husband's 
efforts and they told her that if this vote goes against them and for impeachment that he must not and that he 
cannot resign and that we must carry through this process in a constitutional constitutional way mrs clinton 
was as always warm and well received she talked about the fact that she believed we were all american 
citizens and that as citizens we live in a constitutional country and that the process should be done right and 
that up till now it has not been we all hope that this process will be fair in the united states senate it has not 
been fair in the house and we hope that changes will there be a walk out well i hope there's not a walkout 
because i hope there's not a denial of my motion to recommit which is uh based on censuring and 
condemning the president's actions rather than impeaching him if we can win that vote and i still think we can 
and i will plead with my republican colleagues to vote for a process that is open and fair then there won't be 
any walk out we'll decide that at the time i don't 
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we'll decide that at the time i don't want to prejudge what will happen i'm still hoping they'll give us our vote 
that's what we're pleading for and that's what we think is basic sensible fairness she certainly uh made that 
point thank you very much thank you thank you just a reminder the meeting that uh congressman gephart 
was uh talking about just a moment ago was attended by hillary rodham clinton she went up to capitol hill this 
morning she said uh to basically rally the troops and that's exactly what congressman gephardt said she did 
she said uh to the group that she believed all were american citizens that all were entitled to live and in fact 
did live in a constitutional country and that the process should reflect that congressman gephardt making 
clear that his sentiment is the process has not reflected that in the u.s house of representatives and he 
advertised a little bit of theatrics later today he will uh shortly after this whole thing convenes offer a motion to 
recommit which would be an offer or a parliamentary maneuver rather to get the censure option before the 
u.s house if that doesn't work there will be a walk out bob franken on capitol hill well there's something 
behind the scenes going on the walkout is going to be on the house steps and that is not really an area that 
is authorized for demonstrations nor for news cameras and the democrats are saying that they're not getting 
permission from the speaker's office the republican speaker's office to allow coverage of course they'll use 
the steps nobody's going to get them but right now the democrats are saying that the republicans are not 
allowing the coverage that they would want for this walkout to make their point that they've not been treated 
fairly bob all this reflects pretty much that the democrats have resigned themselves to uh what is going to 
happen today which are votes on articles of impeachment in the affirmative so that's not all they're offering 
up there's also something planned later on well uh they uh the fact of the matter is is that the democrats are 
going to be involved in the debate about the appointment of 
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in the debate about the appointment of floor managers that would be another effort uh to block things 
because the the managers of the impeachment legislation that would pass are really the prosecuting team 
and they need to be authorized so even after the articles of impeachment are voted there could be more 
partisan fighting over that uh expectations are that the day wraps uh sometime mid-afternoon bob i want to 
go over to over to wolf blitzer at the white house because there will be more events taking place there wolf 
after the vote about two hours or so after the the vote is completed on the house floor and no one here at the 
white house anticipates anything but impeachment the democratic leadership of the house will come over to 
the rose garden to meet with president clinton he will speak they will speak they will in effect try to buck him 
up to reassure him that they want him to stay on they don't want him to resign that they're ready to continue 
this fight on the senate side president clinton is expected at some point this morning to get a briefing from his 
national security adviser sandy berger on the damage assessment the bomb damage assessment of day 


three of the u.s british air strikes against iraq we might also hear word later today on whether there will be a 
day four if the targets that were on the u.s list have not yet been completely destroyed or effectively 
destroyed degrading iraq's capabilities in the areas of weapons of mass destruction as well as in the uh as 
well as its own military capabilities to threaten uh iraq's neighbors then there could be a day for but we're told 
that decision will be made only in the course of the day very busy day on both fronts for president clinton uh 
he is obviously very concerned about becoming the second president of the united states to be impeached 
by the house of representatives although by all accounts frank he's determined to fight on well if we're seeing 
a picture as we talked to as well of the floor of the house uh the chamber where this debate will be getting 
underway as you quite uh rightly pointed out this would be the first time in 130 years uh that a president 
would be impeached by the full house of representatives we 
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by the full house of representatives we should point out you know that was just three short years after the 
end of the civil war more than half a million americans north and south dead a very a divisive time in 
american history very starkly contrasting with an era of relative peace and prosperity we're enjoying now 
merely highlighting the the ironies of this whole thing wolf the white house and the first lady calling for 
reconciliation and forgiveness but instead what we're starting to get a sense from the white house is that 
their attack is going to be it's just partisan and that's all that the republicans will talk about and they're also 
very bitter joe lockhart the white house press secretary seemed to sum up the the prevailing mood among 
the president's aides early on some of the republicans said including the chairman of the judiciary committee 
henry hyde that there can't be an impeachment vote against the president if it is strictly partisan one-sided 
well the vote today is going to be basically one-sided there will be a a few five six perhaps seven democrats 
who will vote for impeachment uh but the overwhelming majority of course will be the republicans uh there 
will be a very small number of republicans of course who will oppose impeachment uh then the lockhart 
points out that the republicans began to say well it's it's an indictment in effect let the trial begin in the senate 
and the president will be able to make his defense now what the white house is hearing from some of those 
republicans like chairman hyde and tom delay the house majority whip dick armey the house majority leader 
is the president should resign even in advance of a trial so what the white house is going to say what they've 
been saying now for the last couple days is that this whole process is is really unfair to the president and 
what some of the president's own aides are concerned is that he managed to to be convinced that the 
democrats at least on the hill are going to stick with him and as long as they will remain by him on the senate 
side as well as the house side he has no intention of resigning if you are just joining us it is four minutes past 
the hour any time now the united states house of representatives to convene to take up articles of 
impeachment against the president of the united 
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against the president of the united states william jefferson clinton so far this morning hillary rodham clinton 
has visited capitol hill she has rallied the troops she has once again called for a fair and uh and constitutional 
outcome to this calling on forgiveness and reconciliation is the themes clearly she and the democrats 
wanting to drive home the point that censure is the way this should go uh dick kephart the house minority 
leader says that they're going to try to get censure to the floor through parliamentary maneuver it is unlikely 
to succeed at that point there may be these uh this this notion of a walkout later today for as i said after the 
debate four articles of impeachment will be brought up let us walk you through precisely what these four 
articles of impeachment are article one deals with pejurious false and misleading testimony to a federal 
grand jury this is involving the president's grand jury uh testimony and his relationship with monica lewinsky 
article two deals with perjurious false and misleading testimony with respect to the president's written uh 
questions and answers in his deposition regarding the paula jones case article 3 deals with obstruction of 
justice in the words of the article and efforts to delay impede cover-up and conceal the existence of evidence 
directly related to the jones case and article four deals with the misuse and abuse of power of his office by 
making these perjurious false and misleading statements in written responses to congress that reflects the 
81 questions and answers asked and answered right around thanksgiving uh jeff greenfield your uh sense of 


how today's debate is going to go now they know they're talking and voting in the shadow of history i suspect 
that what we're going to hear this morning is the final summation of what we've heard for the last uh 
yesterday for hours and hours you're going to hear the republicans talk about the rule of law to the almost to 
the exclusion i would suspect of the facts of the case and you're going to 
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facts of the case and you're going to hear the democrats say again and again that this is as close as we've 
ever seen to a constitutional coup d'etat uh the question i wonder is whether or not any of the um speeches 
will um reach in eloquence what henry hyde and dick edward did at the outset of this we are joined now by 
anita lowey representative democrat and jc watts republican on capitol hill right now good morning to you 
both thanks for joining us good morning all right this is about to convene you just heard that the first lady was 
up there you heard in fact congressman lloyd perhaps i could start with you were you in in that meeting i 
certainly was tell us about it the first lady was eloquent strong articulate she made it absolutely clear that the 
husband her president the person she loves very dearly will definitely not resign and that the determined 
minority in this congress and in this country that couldn't turn out the president in the election cannot by coup 
defeat this president and we're going to move on with our agenda on education health care social media is 
she now leading the president's defense is that what this effectively means i don't know if she's leading the 
president's defense but she was a very strong articulate presenter of the unfair process that's taking place in 
this house right now jc watts how are the republicans going to counter the democrat contention that this is an 
unfair process that census should at least be an option on the floor you're going to make history today well 
we are and this is a chilling experience it's not easy for anyone it's not comfortable for anyone um but we feel 
like the constitution is directing us today and and you know we'll we'll have a boat uh sometime late morning 
early afternoon and i think that you know we need to get on with this we need to get about the business of 
the country get this behind us as quickly as we possibly can and i agree with uh nina that we need to move 
on with education and social security and tax issues and do you think you're going to have to defend do you 
really think 
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to have to defend do you really think you're going to be able to do that while the this issue hangs out there 
while a trial is proceeding in the senate well there will be much going on obviously and uh you know probably 
the the press will will be focused on many things but i think it's important that we as members of congress 
that we focus on that you know the senate can can do what they're doing just as we moved on with 
education and health care issues while the impeachment debate was happening i want to must continue on 
as they go forward in the senate jc watts as we've observed this is the first time this body is taking up an 
issue such as this as a full house in 130 years the last time this happened it was three years after the civil 
war as we observed the country was literally torn asunder is this event that we stand at now commensurate 
with with these the alleged crimes is this what should be the trigger for this well frank the senate will 
determine that no i'm asking about the house what the house and i'm going to answer your question but what 
the house is doing today the house is saying just as a grand jury would say and in an indictment the house is 
saying that we believe there's enough evidence to send this to trial and the senate will have to determine that 
and frank let me tell you america has broad shoulders our constitution has broad shoulders we have survived 
slavery we have survived a resignation of a president we have uh survived assassinations of precedents and 
all that is it's all unfortunate this is not easy for for any of us it's not comfortable for any of us but we feel like 
the circumstances and the constitution uh directs us to move forward in what's uh in this impeachment 
debate remember to ask both of you this following question and let me start with nina lowey are you both 
expecting that after this vote calls for the president's resignation will intensify the american people have 
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will intensify the american people have made it very clear that they want this president to remain in office you 
see what happened in the election after the election the president's popularity keeps rising and that's 
because of his agenda everyone agrees that what the president did was wrong but they also agree that it 
doesn't rise to the level of high crimes and misdemeanors and the public and the majority of this congress 
want the president and this congress to move you had two democrats you had two democrats yesterday call 
for his resignation there may be more i'm told do you expect calls for his resignation to intensify i do expect 
that the republicans the majority of the republican party will call for the president to resign because they 
couldn't do in the election what they want to do here and that is overturn his agenda there is a strong minority 
that doesn't believe in the values of the democratic party in this presidency j.c watts are you urging your 
fellow republicans to keep their council to hold their fire and not to call for resignation you yourself said the 
next stop is the senate well frank i i believe that we we all should be very gracious in this process this is a 
very serious matter and i will say in closing you know uh if we would have looked at polls what's what's right 
isn't always popular and if we would have looked at polls we never would have had the ten commandments 
we never would have uh done away with slavery you know we we never would have brought about women's 
rights if we would have looked at polling so i think we would do the history will be kind to the process and the 
process does work and we will move forward congressman watson's jeff greenfield i just want to understand 
clearly what you're saying you're saying that impeaching the president of the united states and putting him on 
trial in the senate for high crimes and misdemeanors is really not that big a deal all it is is an accusation no 
no what i said jeff is this is a very serious matter and i hope that every member of congress every every 
member that votes today 
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every every member that votes today will take very seriously what we are doing and the seriousness of the 
services of this matter the reason that we have moved forward is because the circumstances and the 
constitution i think directs us to do so jc watts nidalee we thank you both very much we know this is a 
momentous day for both of you and uh we thank you for your time thank you very much thank you candy 
crowley on capitol hill i've been listening to this conversation uh listening to the debate throughout and here 
we are candy on the verge of this whole thing true i was uh thinking about the listening uh to the two uh 
congress people you had uh thinking about the issue of partisanship and i what the republicans are saying 
particularly what uh the supporters of henry hyde are saying that nothing they could have done would have 
been perceived as fair that the one issue that the democrats have left is the fairness issue because of course 
they they don't feel and have said uh quite often they can't defend the president's actions partisanship is a is 
a funny kind of thing everybody thinks that the other folk is doing it and that they're not uh that they have the 
side of a history in the side of the people and i can tell you that republicans feel very much that uh there was 
no what they call howard baker in this particular scenario dealing with president clinton that there was no 
democrat really willing to step out front and look at the other side so i think when you look at the idea of 
partisanship i think you saw exactly what we're going to see on the house floor we saw it yesterday we saw it 
in that interview and we are going to see again that republicans are going to be talking about the constitution 
and the value of truth and democrats will attack the process candy crowley capital health thanks headline in 
the new york times today republicans image eroding fast paul shows will there be a political price to pay for 
all of this by the republicans by the democrats we'll discuss that when we come back [Music] 
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[Music] a picture of the united states capital on this day december 19 1998 130 years ago it was was articles 
of impeachment placed before this body today history will repeat itself but what a different set of 
circumstances what a different situation it is likely that at least one or two of these articles of impeachment 
will pass there are four of them let's quickly tick them tick through them for you article one alleges that uh 
president clinton provided perjurious faults and misleading testimony to the grand jury regarding both the 
paula jones case and his relationship with monica lewinsky article two alleges the same specifically in 
response to written questions and in his uh deposition regarding the civil case brought by paul jones sexual 
harassment article three alleges uh obstruction of justice in his efforts to delay impede cover up and conceal 


the evidence uh relating to to this case and finally article four alleges misuse and abuse of office by making 
these faults and misleading statements in the 81 questions and answers asked by the judiciary committee 
and submitted to the president again the picture of the full floor of the house of representatives want to talk 
now to the house minority leader congressman richard gephardt a few technical problems there 
congressman i think we can see you let's see if we can hear you good morning good morning all right what is 
ahead for you well today we have about an hour of a wrap-up debate and then we go to uh the vote uh we'll 
first have a motion to recommit what we call a motion to recommit that i will bring the effort there is to bring 
up censure as an alternative to impeachment i doubt although i still hope that the republicans will let me 
bring this up it has been ruled out of order by the way they brought this up on the floor 
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way they brought this up on the floor i said yesterday and i'll say again today that i think it is terribly unfair 
and and we are deeply offended that they are not letting us bring up this alternative i think it's an indication 
that they're trying to get a result rather than having a fair open bipartisan proceeding that might get to a 
bipartisan result i really think censure could get votes from both democrats and republicans and that's what i 
think should be done and i hope it will be done congressman there are those who might be saying you're 
simply trying to change the subject here from the president's behavior and the charges against him to the 
issue of fairness because you can't defend uh anything that's uh by way of conduct that's in these articles 
how would you respond to that well in 1974 it was bipartisan almost nonpartisan there were members of the 
president's own party who voted for impeachment in the in the judiciary committee the vote was strictly on 
party lines over here today you're likely to see a vote 98 percent of the republicans voting for impeachment 
98 percent of the democrats voting against impeachment that shows me that the issues in this do not rise to 
impeachment there are not many if hardly any democrats who feel that what the president did as bad and 
reprehensible as it is rises to what i think you'd have to call the ultimate penalty in our constitution henry 
hyde the head of the judiciary committee said early on in this process the it is the ultimate act in our 
constitution and it must be bipartisan let me hit this let me play devil's advocate with you for just a moment 
you're alleging of course that the republicans are overly partisan in pursuing this some might say the 
democrats are overly partisan in resisting it that the democrat there are plenty of democrats more democrats 
than who are going to express themselves who feel that these are impeachable offenses i just don't think 
that's true if you go through my caucus and talk to my members the democratic members what the vast bulk 
95 98 percent will tell you is that while 
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98 percent will tell you is that while this was bad it is not impeachable they simply don't think that the death 
penalty of the constitution expulsion from office should be used in this case that's why we want censure all 
we're saying is please let the formidable body of american opinion that's out there for censure be expressed 
in the people's house today there's no explanation for not letting us do this congressman it's jeff greenfield 
since the censure resolution that democrats are proposing accuses the president of betraying his trust and 
violating his trust doesn't that weaken your position doesn't it make it hard to argue the high moral ground 
when your own party is is saying that he violated his trust with the people no not at all we've censured uh 
probably four presidents it is entirely constitutional for the house of representatives and the senate to be able 
to do that what we can't explain is a process that says no you can't vote on it even though there are 
republicans and democrats who support it even though it might get bipartisan support of a majority of the 
members of house we don't want you to bring it up because we're trying to pre-dictate the result on the floor i 
don't think that makes any sense jeff we have said from the beginning the first day after the i came back after 
the president's statement in august i said what the president did was reprehensible there's never been a 
change in that that's the way we feel but there are lots of times when presidents do things which are 
reprehensible but not impeachable and that's what we're saying in this case and we're just asking for the 
fairness to allow us to bring up what we think is the appropriate remedy in this case congressman want to 
ask you about your meeting with hillary rodham clinton she as i understand it as you mentioned earlier said 


the president will resign tell us what she said with respect to resignation and what her role is now and is 
going to be going forward she didn't i think mention the word itself our members told her that he must not and 
that he cannot resign 
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and that he cannot resign putting him aside personally we feel this process has been unfair it would be great 
damage to our constitutional system if he allowed this virtual cootie ta to go on without giving us a 
reasonable alternative and we hope and i believe she hopes and i hope he hopes that we will get a fair 
hearing in the senate and maybe we can get to this century alternative that i think a majority of americans 
and a majority of the members of congress actually want but she said flatly no resignation she didn't perhaps 
say it that that particular way she made it clear that she hopes the president will go forward that he will work 
on the problems that our society faces and that he will finish his presidency with accomplishments for the 
american people congressman we're going to thank you and let you go your colleagues are gathering this 
thing to order i Know you got a scramble thank you very much for your time thank you all right and we want to 
take you inside the uh the chamber here as the pledge of allegiance begins on this historic day of america 
and to the republic for which it stands one nation under god indivisible with liberty and justice for all [Music] 
the unfinished business is further consideration of house resolution six one one which the clerk will report by 
title a resolution impeaching william 
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a resolution impeaching william jefferson clinton president of the united states for high crimes and 
misdemeanors pursuant to the order of the house of friday december 18 1998 the resolution is debatable for 
one additional hour equally divided between the gentleman from illinois mr hyde and the gentleman from 
michigan mr conyers and the previous question is ordered on the resolution to final adoption without 
intervening motion except one motion to recommit the chair recognizes the gentleman from illinois thank you 
mr speaker i yield one minute to the gentleman from california mr rogan gentleman is recognized for one 
minute [Music] mr speaker the evidence is overwhelming the question is elementary the president was 
obliged under his sacred oath faithfully to execute our nation's laws yet he repeatedly perjured himself and 
obstructed justice not for any noble purpose but to crush a humble lone woman's right to be afforded access 
to the courts now his defenders plead for no constitutional accountability for the one american uniquely able 
to defend or debase our constitution and the rule of law when they are old enough to appreciate today's 
solemnity i want my young daughters to know that when the last role was called their father served in a 
house faithful to the guiding principle that no person is above the law and he served with colleagues who 
counted it a privilege to risk political fortune in defense of the constitution i yield back the balance of my time 
gentleman from michigan 
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mr speaker i'm pleased to recognize the gentlelady from california miss lee for one minute gentlewoman 
from california is recognized for one minute thank you mr speaker i rise to strongly oppose these articles and 
repeat of impeachment and this very flawed and undemocratic process this process and this this action are 
the real crimes against the american people in our democracy this march to impeachment is an attempt to 
undo and overthrow a duly elected president and ignores the will of the people denying a vote on censure 
creates the appearance of a one-party autocracy which we condemn abroad and which history has proven 
can lead to authoritarian rule this republican party coup underscores that their only goal is to turn back the 
clock on an agenda that puts people first an agenda that ca will want to cancel policies that value and 
support basic human rights such as a woman's right to choose a good public education instead of vouchers 
that insist on a living wage for working men and women that protects our environment that supports a 
patient's bill of rights and that preserves social security the republican process is cynical and it's dangerous it 
will be recorded that they stood on the wrong side of history we must restore the public trust and establish a 
congress which communicates respect for the people of the united states the constitution and democracy 


gentleman from illinois gentleman from illinois mr chairman i yield one minute to the gentleman from south 
carolina mr lindsey graham gentleman from south carolina is recognized for one minute thank you mr 
chairman ladies and gentlemen of the house this long and difficult process the house will be in order ladies 
and gentlemen this long and difficult process for all of us in the house is almost a conclusion 
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house is almost a conclusion 25 years ago a democratic controlled judiciary committee with a minority of 
republicans reported articles of impeachment against richard nixon why nixon cheated he cheated the 
electoral system by concealing efforts of a political break-in and his people thought the other side deserved 
to be cheated they thought his enemies deserve to be mistreated ladies and gentlemen they were wrong 
today republicans with a small handful of democrats will vote to impeach president clinton why because we 
believe he committed crimes resulting in cheating our legal system we believe he lied under oath numerous 
times that he tampered with evidence that he conspired to present false testimony to a court of law we 
believe he assaulted our legal system in every way let it be said that any president who cheats our 
institutions shall be impeached gentleman from michigan mr speaker i'm pleased to recognize now the 
gentleman from wisconsin mr kletchker gentleman from wisconsin for one minute recognized for one minute 
mr speaker like all my colleagues i've spent a great deal of time carefully reviewing the judiciary committee 
testimony and evidence let me make absolutely absolutely clear i do not in any way condone the president's 
behavior but the framers made clear that the constitutional act of impeachment is not meant to punish a 
president for deplorable behavior but to protect protect our nation from acts which jeopardize our democratic 
system what the president did was wrong both personally and morally but his acts did not threaten our 
democracy and thus do not rise to the level of impeachable offenses as defined by our founding fathers and 
our constitution i do believe that the president should be held accountable for his actions 
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be held accountable for his actions and support an alternative to impeachment that would both condemn his 
actions and fine him the judiciary committee considered a central resolution which we in a full house are 
being denied the opportunity to debate and vote on today our founding fathers designed impeachment 
specifically to protect the nation from grave harm from a chief executive who clearly endangers our 
constitutional democracy mr speaker i do not believe the president's actions meet this test the penalty for his 
misconduct should not be exacted through impeachment but through indictment in our criminal court system 
and a stern censure by this congress gentleman from illinois mr speaker i yield one minute to the gentleman 
from georgia mr barr gentleman from georgia's recognized for one minute mr speaker and colleagues it's 
very simple accountability comes not from opinions really in a way it doesn't even come from votes it comes 
from those three great pillars of our society that are the basis for the rule of law it is our laws the criminal 
code of the united states of america which based on exhaustive evidence this president has violated 
pursuant to a pattern of activity it is based on the evidence the evidence accumulated considered a great 
length and voted on and available to every member of the house by the independent council and as 
summarized in the report a very of our very able staff on the judiciary committee and finally the smallest yet 
most profound document that we have before us in all of our deliberations the constitution of the united 
states today our votes and our consciences must be based on these three great pillars of the rule of law the 
law itself the evidence and the constitution god bless the united states of america gentleman from michigan 
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gentleman from michigan mr speaker i'm pleased to uh grant juanita millander mcdonald the gentlelady from 
california one minute gentlewoman from california is recognized for one minute house will be in order as our 
commander-in-chief battled the problems in iraq he is also battling for his presidency in the people's house 
this could have waited wrong day wrong way mr speaker i rise to oppose the articles of impeachment before 
this house this morning i urge members to step outside the passion of your convictions and think about our 
obligations to the constitution to our constituents and the american people before we cast this vote mr 


speaker i had hoped this moment could have never come and the members of the judiciary committee after 
carefully examining the evidence history and their conscience could recognize that these charges do not rise 
to the level of an impeachable offense however with this vote we have the the opportunity by censure to live 
up to the famous vision and honorably close a sad chapter in our republic's history and we can open or we 
can open a new one that is perilous i will say to you my friends that the american people in history will judge 
us yes you have the votes to impeach but can your conscience withstand the scrutiny that history will bring to 
bear on your vote what a sad day in this history of america from illinois mr speaker i'm pleased to yield two 
minutes to the distinguished gentleman from louisiana mr livingston gentleman from louisiana is recognized 
for two minutes without objection 
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mr speaker i rise with the fondest hopes that the bitterness engendered in this debate will at its conclusion be 
put aside and that all members will return to their families for the holidays mindful of what has been done 
here by we as agents of principle we have fulfilled our duty to our magnificent constitution yes our young 
men and women in the uniformed armed services have in these last few days set about the task of ridding 
the earth of the threat of weapons of mass destruction in the hands of an enemy of civilization sodom 
hussein and they have performed their tasks with valor and fortitude and we may that we may freely engage 
in this most unpleasant aspect of self-government as was envisioned by our forefathers i very much regret 
the enmity and the hostility that has been bred in the halls of congress for the last months and year i want so 
very much to pacify and cool our raging tempers and return to an era when differences were confined to the 
debate and not of personal attack or assassination of character i am proud to serve in this institution and i 
respect every member of this body each of us stands here because a majority of roughly six hundred 
thousand people had the confidence to vest us with this authority to act as their agents in a representative 
democracy when given the chance we often find that aside from political and partisan differences we have 
much in common with one another but we never discover what that common ground may be with the gulf 
between the sides of this narrow aisle 
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narrow aisle the debate has done nothing to bring us together and i greatly regret that it has become quite 
literally the opening gambit of the intended livingston speakership i most certainly would have written a 
different scenario had i had the chance but we are all pawns on the chessboard and we're playing our parts 
in a drama that is neither fiction nor unimportant indeed it is of utmost significance in the course of american 
history and my desire to create an environment for healing must take lesser precedence than must the 
search for responsibility duty and justice within the format provided by the u s constitution i believe we are in 
active pursuit of these goals and i give great credit to chairman hyde and mr conyers and mr tom mooney 
and all the members and staff majority minority of the judiciary committee for their deliberate and 
conscientious effort on this most difficult task we are nearing completion and however the vote turns out no 
one may say that we did not own up to our constitutional responsibility as members of congress and a 
careful respectful and insightful debate much credit is due our presiding officer ray lahood who's done an 
outstanding job ladies and gentlemen we differ on process the minority believes that we acted too hastily in 
view of the troops in the field and that we omitted an alternative from the options available for consideration 
we in the majority believe we have properly begun the debate 


01:16:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7yQZ8zM_AIE&t=4560s 





properly begun the debate after setting aside a whole day to honor and praise our troops and the effort that 
they are extending on our behalf general schwarzkopf the commander of the troops in iraq several years ago 
agreed with us on the brian williams show and msnbc just two nights ago we believe we believe that the 
constitution envisioned the censure not be a part of the debate on whether or not to impeach the president 
and we are supported there by comments of by then majority leader tip o'neill during the nixon impeachment 
proceedings so there are differences in process what about substance the minority has maintained that the 


president has not purged himself and that even if he did such perjury was not intended within the term high 
crimes and misdemeanors delineated in article 2 section 4 of our constitution surely no president has been 
impeached for perjury but at least three federal judges have been impeached and convicted under the 
perjury statutes and so perjury a felony punishable by up to five years in the penitentiary is a crime for which 
the president may be held accountable no matter the circumstances perjury is a felony as i've said and fully 
116 people are serving time in federal prison as we speak for perjury today and yes there have been several 
instances of people going to prison following convictions for perjury involving lies under oath under sexual 
circumstances the average citizen knows that he or she must not lie under oath miss christine sims of 
rockville maryland wrote to the judiciary committee just two weeks ago and said and i quote i too was called 
upon to give answers under oath and interrogatories during a civil proceeding truthful answers to those 
questions would be 
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answers to those questions would be embarrassing to me and what i knew exposed me to criticism and had 
a potential to ruin my life particularly as it related to my children whom i love very much in short i was scared 
to tell the truth however i did just that i could not lie when i was sworn to tell the truth no matter what the risks 
nor the degree of temptation to take the easy way out parts of my life have been difficult since that time 
because elements of that testimony have been used to scorn me but i as a common citizen was compelled 
by my conscience to tell the truth end quote yes our nation is founded on law and not on the whim of man we 
are not ruled by kings or emperors and there is no divine right of presidents a president is an ordinary citizen 
vested with the power to govern and sworn to preserve protect and defend the constitution of the united 
states inherent in that oath is a responsibility to live within its laws with no higher or lower expectations than 
the average citizen just like ms sims when the president appeared at the deposition of ms jones and 
secondly before the federal grand jury he was sworn to a second oath to tell the truth the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth so help you god this according to witnesses to the judiciary committee before the 
special counsel he did not do for this i will vote to impeach the president of the united states and to ask these 
case be considered by the united states senate and that other body of this great congress uphold their 
responsibility to render justice on these most serious charges but to the president i would say sir you have 
done great damage to this 
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sir you have done great damage to this nation over this past year and while your defenders are contending 
that further impeachment proceedings would only protract and exacerbate the damage to this country i say 
that you have the power to terminate that damage and heal the wounds that you have created you sir may 
resign your post house will be in order and and the house will be in order and i can only challenge you in 
such fashion if i am willing to heed my own words to my colleagues my friends and most especially my wife 
and family i have hurt you all deeply and i beg your forgiveness i was prepared to lead our narrow majority as 
speaker and i believe i had it in me to do a fine job but i cannot do that job or be the kind of leader that i 
would like to be under current circumstances so i must set the example that i hope president clinton will 
follow i will not stand for speaker of the house on january 6th but rather i shall remain as a back venture in 
this congress that i so dearly love for approximately six months into the 106th congress whereupon i shall 
vacate my seat and ask my governor to call a special election to take my place i thank my constituents for 
the opportunity to serve them i hope they will not think badly of me for leaving i thank alan martin my chief of 
staff 
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martin my chief of staff and all of my staff for their tireless work on my behalf and i thank my wife most 
especially for standing by me i love her very much god bless america the house will be in order the house 
will be in order all members take seats first take seats the house will be in order before we proceed further 


the gentleman from michigan is recognized mr speaker the gentleman will suspend the house will be in order 
the gentleman from michigan is recognized mr speaker continuing the business under the incredible turns of 
events that have occurred i recognize the gentleman from new york 
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i recognize the gentleman from new york jose serrano for one minute the gentleman from new york is 
recognized for one minute without objection the house will be in order so the gentleman may be heard the 
house will be in order gentlemen may proceed it's a tough time to follow but i must stay the course and be 
true to myself the republican right wing in this country doesn't like it when we say coup d'etat so i'll make it 
easier for them jose serrano is making his remarks staying the course as he said but ladies and gentlemen 
this has been a positively stunning turn of events there was no leak no suggestion no hint whatsoever that 
what just took place was going to take place bob livingston who was going to become the next speaker of the 
house has just resigned he said he will not take that position he says that he is doing it to set an example 
then he calls on president clinton to do the same livingston said he had wanted to become speaker to heal 
the divisions to change what has become a poisoned atmosphere into an atmosphere where the house could 
move forward but instead he delivered a truly riveting personal stunning and history-making speech in which 
on this day when we were all prepared for history anyway more has been made here's some of what he said 
sir you have done great damage to this nation over this past year and while your defenders are contending 
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and while your defenders are contending that further impeachment proceedings would only protract and 
exacerbate the damage to this country i say that you have the power to terminate that damage and heal the 
wounds that you have created you sir may resign your post house will be in order and and the house will be 
in order and i can only challenge you in such fashion if i am willing to heed my own words to my colleagues 
my friends and most especially my wife and family i have hurt you all deeply and i beg your forgiveness i was 
prepared to lead our narrow majority as speaker and i believe i had it in me to do a fine job but i cannot do 
that job or be the kind of leader that i would like to be under current circumstances so i must set the example 
that i hope president clinton will follow i will not stand for speaker of the house on january 6th but rather i 
shall remain as a backbencher in this congress that i so dearly love for approximately six months into the 
106th congress whereupon i shall vacate my seat and ask my governor to call a special election to take my 
place i thank my constituents for the opportunity to serve them i hope they will not think badly of me for 
leaving i thank alan martin my chief of staff and all of my staff for their tireless work on my behalf 
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work on my behalf and i thank my wife most especially for standing by me i love her very much god bless 
america and with those words bob livingston literally sucked the air out of this chamber it was if no one knew 
what to say so they stood and they applauded candy crowley on capitol hill i'm wondering if it's appropriate to 
be speechless uh an amazing turn of events but we've had so many of them that we've run out of adjectives 
at this point frank uh there had been the rumor early on that livingston was about to announce to the caucus 
a couple of days ago that he was going to quit uh but then those went away when he said i'm not going to 
resign and now we hear this speech on the four floor incredibly dramatic i am not sure it will change the 
outcome in fact i'm almost positive it will not change the outcome that the house will go ahead and vote 
these articles of impeachment but boy did it really put a huge bit of drama into something that was uh we 
thought would just go as we expected bob franken recap for us what brought bob livingston to this point we 
should remind our viewers what this is all about well of course uh what had happened was is that hustler 
magazine was doing an investigation as you know into uh sexual relations that the members of congress had 
had bob livingston found out that he in fact was about to have some of his past affairs that he's now 
acknowledged exposed and he went before the republican caucus night before last and in fact admitted it 
and got a rounding a bit of a rousing bit of support from the members of the republican group but yesterday 
some of the republican members started saying maybe he should not continue as speaker he is not the 


example we want to set and he spent a lot of the day talking to members looking very sad very dejected but 
of course nobody expected this it just astonished everybody it was called by john conyers and a credible turn 
of events the man who had to speak after him was astonished too saying that he really was going to have 
trouble following something like that to the white house wolf blitzer bob livingston did this and in so doing 
called on the president to follow his example in effect saying let's get all of this passed 
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of this passed beyond the nation no indication frank that the president is going to follow bob livingston bob 
livingston's example uh joe lockhart the white house press secretary was surprised as was everyone else 
here at the white house he has no comment no reaction no immediate reaction from officials here at the 
white house certainly stunned by this latest turn of events bob livingston the second speaker to be now uh to 
resign as a result at least indirectly of this entire investigation newt gingrich of course being the first wolf 
blitzer to jeff greenfield jeff leadership across the board here being called into question i think the last time 
we seen anything this remotely shocking was march 31st 1968 when lyndon johnson told us he wouldn't run 
again you heard people on the floor on the democratic side yelling you resign when livingston called on the 
president to resign and that's what he did and you wonder where the the the post-impeachment vote stance 
of the white house and the democrats is going to be now i mean talk about throwing a challenge in front of 
the city and president of the united states you cannot write drama remotely this astonishing michael gerhart if 
anybody uh questioned whether this in fact was going to become a constitutional crisis it is at a minimum 
now a leadership crisis well absolutely and we've been talking a lot about the sub-themes of this controversy 
the sub-themes of the vote we've also been asking whether or not any person might step forward and take a 
statement like stan and i suppose one can argue that that's exactly what the speaker elected just done has 
just done all right we want to go back to the uh floor but first up to bob franken on the hill bob automatically of 
course the people who are the politicians here will ask the question now what or really real rather who now 
that two people have in effect stepped aside as a speaker the republican party is quite a bit of disarray as 
they try and decide who's going to be the leadership well i think we have to observe bob that just as many 
people have been saying for quite some time tom delay the number three man the majority whip who's been 
known as the hammer is very much in uh in the driver's seat in terms of leadership for the moment anyway 
for the moment anyway but uh there are some people who don't like tom delay within the conference he of 
course is quite controversial they'll argue 
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is quite controversial they'll argue that his image as the hammer is not the image that they want to put forth 
it's going to be an interesting behind-the-scenes battle so both the legislative and the executive branch is 
now feeling the sting we will go back to the floor now and resume the debate that's a serious offense we 
should be leaving personal and moral sanctions to the courts the branch of government where they properly 
belong and we should be doing the job we were elected to do the wisdom of history not the passions of this 
moment must guide our actions mr speaker i yield one minute to the distinguished gentleman from california 
mr campbell gentleman from california is recognized for one minute without objection the example that bob 
livingston set for us has completely changed what i intended to say so let me offer these words instead he 
has shown us the importance of trust if you cannot trust our leaders you cannot govern bob livingston has led 
by example our constitution was amended in 1967 to allow removal for incapacitation prior to that the only 
way to remove a person who was physically incapacitated was impeachment well today we deal with 
incapacitation of a different kind a person who by his conduct under oath in a federal criminal grand jury 
demonstrated that he would not tell the truth if it was in his interest not to tell the truth he has incapacitated 
himself from being president the voters of our country elected al gore to be president if bill clinton were 
incapacitated that day has arrived 
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gentleman from michigan uh mr speaker i'm pleased now to recognize for one minute the gentleman from 
oregon oregon mr blumenour gentleman from oregon is recognized for one minute thank you mr speaker 
while the world is rocked by war and the spectacle of removing a president our drama here is not about 
impeachment it's what we've done to ourselves we've managed to squeeze the life out of what is the most 
important vote we will ever cast the overturning of a presidential election gone is any pretext of fairness or 
nonpartisanship rendering us unable to do what a majority of the public and what a majority of this house 
wants to do issue a harsh statement of condemnation and censure in the final death throes of this congress 
we have debased our powers we have frayed our fragile basis for bipartisan cooperation making the 
impeachment process just one more pathogen in the medical chest of toxic politics we will long be judged by 
our failure to deal fairly quickly and decisively with the president's shameful behavior it's with great sadness 
that i vote to oppose this flawed tragic symbol of the continued unraveling of our political process gentleman 
from illinois mr speaker i'm pleased to yield one minute to the distinguished general lady from connecticut 
mrs johnson gentlewoman from connecticut is recognized for one minute there are very few values and legal 
obligations that are fundamental the foundation on which all else rests but personal responsibility this 
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but personal responsibility this responsibility each of us bears to tell the truth under oath is such a 
fundamental responsibility if we treat perjury likely lightly the only path to truth can be blocked by the instinct 
to lie to cover up shame or the determination to do harm to others in either case regardless of the motivation 
to lie the result gentleman may proceed regardless of the motivation for the lie the result is the same the path 
to truth is blocked my colleagues there can be no justice without the truth that is just profoundly so and that is 
why perjury matters had the president been able to face up to the truth a year ago we wouldn't be here if he 
had faced up to the truth a month ago he could have taken responsibility for that the impact of that on our 
nation and individuals our nation can survive a transition better that it can survive the erosion of our 
fundamental values gentleman from michigan speaker it's uh with profound a sentiment that i recognize now 
the gentleman from connecticut mr chris shays for three minutes gentleman from connecticut is recognized 
for three [Music] after judge starr's report to congress in september and his presentation to the judiciary 
committee in november 
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committee in november i concluded that impeachable offenses were not proven and that the proven offenses 
were not impeachable but the president's continued failure to come to grips with his actions the sincerity and 
arguments of members of the judiciary committee from both sides of the aisle the change of heart and 
conviction by members on my side of the aisle who originally opposed impeachment and now support it and 
the strong and powerful opinion of so many of my constituents who oppose my position and the wanted the 
president impeached caused me to rethink my position like you i listened to my constituents those who 
supported impeachment and those who opposed it i revisited the evidence re-examined the documents and 
even looked at documents that i had not seen earlier i spoke to people who were truly experts on these 
issues people who i have immense respect for yesterday morning before i visited with the president i 
concluded that my original position was the correct one for me i believe that the impeachable offenses have 
not been proven and that the proven offenses are not impeachable but they are close and that's why i 
understand why members who happen to be primarily democrats concluded that the president should not be 
impeached and members on my side of the aisle primarily republicans who believed he should be 
impeached with no exception i truly believe that every member of congress of this institution is voting his or 
her conscience in a few minutes the president united states william jefferson clinton will be impeached but he 
will not be impeached with my vote i cast my vote with no criticism of those who think differently and who will 
vote differently we've all tried to do our best and we will all have to live with our vote the rest of our lives my 
prayers are for this country and its people our president and his family and for the house of representatives 
and all of its members 
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members all of whom i dearly love i pray the present united states will be able to do the right thing in the 
days and weeks and months to come and i pray that the republicans and democrats in this congress will find 
common ground and do the work of the people of this great and prosperous land during the next two years 
gentleman from illinois mr speaker i'm pleased we want to bring you back up to speed of what is of what has 
been a stunning truly stunning development today in a tremendously dramatic speech bob livingston who 
was to be the in the next speaker of the house called on bill clinton to resign and said he couldn't do that in 
good conscience without offering to do the same himself and in that same breath uh bob livingston said he 
will not be the next speaker of the house he will resign in six months call on his governor louisiana to call a 
special election this follows revelations and his own admission that he had been involved in extramarital 
affairs wolf blitzer at the white house the president is still getting ready now for his radio address frank in the 
next three minutes within three minutes he'll be giving his radio address at 1006 precisely eastern time as he 
does every saturday morning it's a speech it's an address that he's prepared strictly on the situation in iraq 
we don't anticipate any major headlines but only within the past few minutes has aided scrambled rushed 
into the oval office to tell him that bob livingston had decided to give up the speakership and resign from 
congress stunning news here at the white house we're also told by the way that only uh minutes before bob 
livingston announced that he was going to resign he shared that word with some of his colleagues on the 
house floor of course that word spread very very quickly to capitol hill bob franken well to reinforce what wolf 
just said we are told that for instance immediately before his speech he went up to dick armey and told him 
he was going to do it it's something that he kept very very much to himself now the republicans have to 
decide who they will put up next as their candidate for speaker and we're hearing from a variety of sources 
that the early 
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the early thinking is is that they will wait until close to the time that the new congress convenes and then 
decide on who the speaker candidate will be which of course effectively makes that person the speaker it 
means that there's going to be more intrigue more backfighting as they try and come up with a speaker 
candidate of course bob livingston had been so well received but now they're going to have to come up with 
somebody else who can follow newt gingrich gingrich by the way has already been contacted by cnn's john 
king through a spokesperson said this is a noble patriotic selfless act one other thing i'll point out is about a 
year ago bob livingston talked about leaving the congress mainly because he had not made the money he 
felt he could make outside of congress he was persuaded to stay because of the prospects that he would 
become speaker now of course this latest uh problem has come up with the revelations about his personal 
life and he's decided once again that he's going to go into the private sector frank also on capitol hill candy 
crowley candy frank i think we can anticipate that the politics of this will go right down party lines the impact 
of livingston's intention to resign i think the republicans will point out that uh their speaker newt gingrich and 
now bob livingston have done the honorable thing that uh speak these speaker gingrich in the face of the 
election losses uh quit because he was head of the team that livingston now in the honorable thing quit uh so 
that he could clear the way for less partisanship and for less criticism of his own private activities they will 
suggest of course that the president might want to think about doing the same but the democrats i suspect 
will say that this only makes their case that while bob livingston said that he never lied under oath about his 
affairs that he never had sex with a subordinate in his office they will say it still makes the case that this after 
all with the president has only to do with sex and that the uh country ought to move on right candy to jeff 
greenfield now jeff the discussion obviously very quickly turns to who's next a senior republican strategist 
who attended a leadership meeting on the hill yesterday tells me this it will not be delay it will not be army it 
is open shop for the republicans now that's the uh that's what makes this 
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that's the uh that's what makes this beyond any fiction writer's capacity to deal with the house majority 
leaders second in commandic army barely survived the challenge to his leadership uh last month in the new 
voting tom delay the majority whip who's nicknamed either affectionately or not the hammer if they're looking 
for a break from partisanship that's not the fellow jc watts of oklahoma has just been elected to his leadership 


post uh and so the republicans come into the next congress facing all of this really without a clear candidate 
and so every time you think things cannot get stranger cannot get more melodramatic uh it turns out reality 
trump's imagination uh i think fiction writers just have to give up frank well the fiction writers may be giving up 
but the headline writers are not it has been a parade of these of this sort of thing jeff you know i want to go 
back to the floor now we want to rejoin this debate the gentlelady from michigan has a unanimous consent 
request gentlewoman is recognized thank you mr speaker as an american who cares deeply about our 
constitution i rise in opposition to this impeachment process and ask unanimous consent to revise an exciting 
objection from michigan i yield to the gentleman from guam mr underwood one minute gentlemen is 
recognized for one minute without objection mr speaker we're in the midst of a serious debate a serious 
matter for all americans even for those americans that i represent who cannot vote for president but he is our 
president as much as of any american community and i and my constituents stand against the impeachment 
of the president with weighty and eloquent words we have been told that this is a matter of conscience that 
members of this body should vote their conscience based upon their understanding of the constitution the 
charges and evidence presented against the president but this view of conscience is a limited one one can 
only vote their conscience if they have the conscience of the republican majority leadership if they accept 
only the majority's view of the constitution and only if they accept the majorities you want to draw in uh 
professor michael 
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you want to draw in uh professor michael gerhart here now and talk about something as this debate on the 
floor continues it's very important to point out that we now have two branches of the government the 
legislative branch now that bob livingston has stepped aside and the executive branch with bill clinton caught 
up in this impeachment that are very much uh under siege how does this affect uh the government of the 
united states what are the implications here well i think we've seen just how powerful impeachment can be it 
literally shakes the foundations of more than one branch it shakes the foundations of both the executive 
branch and the legislative branch impeachment generally sort of sets everything else aside except perhaps 
now for the uh the attack on in iraq everything else has really been set aside and of course we're not in 
session but i think even if we were it would be set aside but i think we have a sense of just how uh something 
like impeachment can really uh have enormous consequences force people to face issues in a much 
different way than they normally would jc watts is now speaking let's go back to the floor and listen to him he 
is as jeff greenfield pointed out just recently elected to a leadership position but we know it must be done 
because if we do not point at lawlessness our children cannot see it if we do not label lawlessness our 
children cannot recognize it and if we do not punish lawlessness our children will not believe it so if someone 
one if someone were to ask me jc why do you vote for why did you vote for the articles of impeachment i 
would say i did it for our children how can we tell our children that honesty is the best policy if we do not 
demand policy demand honesty as a policy how can we expect the boy scout to honor his oath if elected 
officials don't honor theirs how can we expect a business executive to honor a promise when the chief 
executive abandons his or hers whether it's a promise or a 
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his or hers whether it's a promise or a truth or a vow or an oath a person's word is the firm footing our society 
stands upon and the average kid understands that they don't need a grand jury to enforce it they say cross 
your heart hope to die pinky promise king's x blood brothers these are the childhood instincts that seek to 
draw a line between the honest and the dishonest between the principled and the unprincipled ask your 
children the kid who lies doesn't last and they do not bicker over what is and what is not a lie they know so 
do i so do the american people time and again we wanted the essence of truth and we got the edges of the 
truth you hear let's get on with the business of our country what business is more important than teaching 
our children right from wrong you say you say it's all about politics and party lines if that were true i would 
have given in to popular opinion but what's popular isn't always what's right you say polls are against this 
polls measure changing feelings not steadfast principle polls would have rejected the ten commandments 
polls would have embraced slavery and ridiculed women's rights you say we must draw this to a close i say 


we must draw a line between right and wrong not with a tiny fine line of an executive fountain pen but but 
with a big fat lead of a number two pencil and we must do it so every kid in america can see it the point is not 
whether the president can prevail but whether truth can prevail we need to cease to cannibalizing the 
members of congress we need to cease the attacks on the president and his family because friends this is 
not about the president 
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friends this is not about the president of the united states he is not the engineer the gentleman has conspired 
in this moment our time and the gentleman has expired if our country looks like another woman our country 
will lose its way the house will be in order mr speaker i yield myself three minutes the gentleman will suspend 
till we have order the ranking member of the committee mr conyers deserves to be heard i'd ask members 
carrying on conversations to leave the floor the ranking member deserves to be heard the meetings going on 
in the back of the chamber please go to the cloakroom the gentleman from michigan is recognized for three 
minutes thank you mr speaker ladies and gentlemen the record of the house on something as important as 
impeachment should be as clear and accurate as it can be and after yesterday's considerable misstatements 
by members of the majority i rise to set the record straight they say these articles show high crimes the 
record of historians who wrote the committee say they are low crimes and do not justify the drastic remedy of 
impeachment as to article 1 impeachment is not 
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as to article 1 impeachment is not justified they say that the president committed perjury in the grand jury but 
the actual record is that he did not deny an inappropriate relationship with miss lewinsky during his grand jury 
appearance they're complaining only because of a lack of specificity if you can believe that in the president's 
testimony about who touched who and where and when it happened they claim that there is a clear and 
convincing evidence of grand jury perjury but ignored is the panel of experienced prosecutors who testified 
that no reasonable prosecutor in the land would have brought a perjury case arising out of these facts as to 
article 2 the impeachment is not justified they say the president's testimony deprived the plaintiff paula jones 
of her day in court not so the record shows that a federal judge ruled three times that monica lewinsky's 
allegations were not relevant to the core issues of the jones case and refused to prevent the jones lawyers to 
pursue the allegations they say the president lied when testifying about his understanding of the definition of 
sexual relations the record shows that three lawyers and a judge spent a half an hour debating the meaning 
of that contorted phrase with the judge concluding quote i'm not sure mr clinton understands all these 
definitions anyway unquote they say the president perjured himself when he testified to the truthfulness of 
the lewinsky affidavit the record shows that miss lewinsky stated that her 
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shows that miss lewinsky stated that her denial of sex was not untruthful because she defined sex as 
intercourse as to the third article of impeachment it's not justified either they say the president obstructed just 
justice by one asking mr lewinsky to lie in the jones case two engineering the return of gifts he had given her 
three trying to buy her silence with a job and four directing miss curry's testimony the record is that miss i i 
yield myself a gentleman is recognized the record is that miss lewinsky stated over and over again that the 
president never asked her to lie she said this in the grand jury and in her written statement the record shows 
that miss lewinsky and not the president or miss curry initiated the return of the gifts the record shows that 
the president gave her more gifts after she had been subpoenaed the record is that the job search began 
months before miss lewinsky showed up on the witness list in the jones matter the record shows that the 
president made no extraordinary effort to get her a job the record shows that miss curry was never a witness 
on any list miss curry testified no fewer than nine times and stated repeatedly that she didn't feel pressured 
by the president's remarks and finally to article four the president they say abused his power by failing to 


answer the 81 questions but the record shows the president answered the 81 questions completely but that 
the alleged abuse of power lies in the fact that the majority disagrees with the answers i yield myself 30 
seconds the majority has simply tried to dress 
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the majority has simply tried to dress up its perjury allegations in the close of the watergate's abuse of power 
language and i know something about that in an effort to make its case against the president seem more 
serious they say the president has to be impeached to uphold the rule of law but we say the president can't 
be impeached without denigrating the rule of law and evaluating the standard of impeachable offenses illinois 
mr speaker i'm pleased to yield three minutes to the distinguished gentleman from texas mr delay gentleman 
from texas is recognized for three minutes the house will be in order gentlemen will suspend gentleman may 
proceed three minutes thank you mr speaker i don't know if i can make this speech but i'm going to try you 
know believe it or not i've been very depressed about this whole proceeding when i came to work yesterday 
it really hit me what we were about to do but after this morning it made me realize even more what this is all 
about and i feel great about it because no matter no matter how 
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low we think we are or depressed we are this country shows us time and time again how great it is there is 
no greater american in my mind at least today than bob livingston because [Music] because he understood 
what this debate was all about it was about honor and decency and integrity and the truth everything that we 
honor in this country it was also a debate about relativism versus absolute truth the president's defenders 
have said that the president is morally reprehensible that he is reckless that he has violated the trust of the 
american people lessened their esteem for the office of president and dishonored the office which they have 
entrusted him and that but that doesn't rise to the level of impeachment what the defenders want to do is 
lower the standards by which we hold this president and lower the standards force our society by doing so i 
cannot in good conscience after watching newt gingrich put the country his caucus his house above himself 
and resign and i cannot stand before you watching bob livingston put his family and i hope you'll think about 
his family 
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his friends his house and his country above any ambitions that me he may have he thought he could do a 
good job as speaker and i think he would have but it's for some it's no longer good enough to make a 
mistake confess that mistake and accept the consequences of that mistake and change the way you live 
your life and keep moving and make a contribution to this country and i think you ought to think about that 
both sides so ladies and gentlemen we will proceed we will elect another speaker this country will be better 
for it and i can't say this strong enough this is god's country and i know he will bless america let me 
announce that the gentleman from illinois has 14 minutes remaining and the gentleman from michigan has 
15 minutes remaining and the gentleman from michigan is recognized mr speaker i'm pleased to recognize 
an outstanding member of judiciary committee the gentleman from new york mr nadler for one minute 
gentleman from new york is recognized for one minute the house will be in order mr speaker gentlemen will 
suspend the house will be in order gentlemen may proceed mr speaker i'm even more depressed today than 
i thought i would be yesterday i believe bob livingston's resignation 
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believe bob livingston's resignation while offered in good faith was wrong it is a surrender it is itis a 
surrender to a developing sexual mccarthyism are we going to have a new test if someone wants to run for 
public office are you now or have you ever been an adulterer we are losing sight of the distinction between 
sins which ought to be between a person and his family and his god and crimes which are the concern of the 
state and of society as a whole on one level we could say i suppose that you reap what you sowed but that 
gives us no joy it gives me no joy and i wish that the that mr livingston would reconsider because i don't think 


that on the basis of what we know he should resign but i don't think time of the gentleman has expired 30 
seconds i yield the gentleman an additional 30 seconds recognized thank you but the impeachment of the 
president is even worse because again we're losing distinction of uh we're losing track of the distinction 
between sins and crimes we're lowering the standard of impeachment what the president has done is not a 
great and dangerous offense to the safety of the republic in the words of george mason it is not an 
impeachable offense under the meaning of the constitution and as you heard from mr conyers the allegations 
are far far from proven and the fact is we are not simply transmitting evidence to transmitting a case with 
some evidence to the senate as evidenced by the fact that we already 
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as evidenced by the fact that we already heard leaders this house say he should resign god forbid that he 
should resign he should fight this and beat it gentleman from illinois mr speaker i'm pleased to yield three 
minutes to the distinguished gentleman from california mr cox gentleman from california is recognized for 
three minutes also be in order the house will be in order gentleman may proceed mr speaker we're gathered 
here to deal with the problem that none of us wants and we are agreed upon much more than we admit the 
censure resolution not the articles of impeachment but the censure resolution states that william jefferson 
clinton has violated his oath of office damaged and dishonored the presidency engaged in reprehensible 
conduct with a subordinate and wrongly obstructed discovery of the truth this debate therefore is not about 
whether the president has abused his office he has and both democrats and republicans acknowledge it 
some have said we shouldn't deal with this question now while our troops are in the gulf it might be added 
that they are also in bosnia in kosovo and nose-to-nose with north korean soldiers in the dmz a quarter 
million american soldiers are positioned at the tripwires of global conflict and they will be there long after this 
debate ends they are protecting our freedom and our democracy it is for them as much as for any americans 
that congress meets today every one of our soldiers is held to a code of conduct 
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held to a code of conduct none of them could keep his or her job the privilege of being ordered into battle if 
they had committed the crimes of our commander-in-chief for committing just the underlying acts the so- 
called personal elements of the commander-in-chief's offenses the clinton administration cox who's speaking 
now was one of those who was in the running for a time for speaker of the house solid conservative from 
california as you listen to him he may well be a name you'll be hearing again soon have lost their careers 
even though they did not once lie under oath to a judge or a grand jury or obstruct justice or tamper with a 
single witness they were dismissed because of a more simple reason they failed in their duty every single 
man and woman in operation desert fox at this very moment is held to a higher standard than their 
commander-in-chief let us raise the standard of our american leader to the level of his troops let us once 
again respect the institution of the presidency let us see to it indeed what the central resolution says merely 
in words that no man is above the law let us not fail in our duty let us restore honor to our country from 
michigan mr speaker i recognize now a distinguished member of the judiciary committee the gentleman from 
massachusetts mr marty meehan for one minute gentlemen is recognized for one minute the house will be in 
order gentlemen just to spin for me [Music] the house will be in order gentlemen may proceed mr speaker my 
god what kind of country are we becoming 
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what kind of country are we becoming what kind of institution are we becoming this process of impeaching 
the president of the united states has been protestant right from the start an independent council spends four 
and a half years investigating a president and sends a one-sided report to the judiciary committee and the 
republican members of that committee put their stamp of approval on it in very very partisan hearings and 
send it to this body one party should not have the power to impeach a president of the other party it's wrong 
how can you do it both parties have to participate if you're going to impeach a president of this country and at 
the same time one party is going to impeach a president of the other party our men and women are engaged 


in active combat at this hour this couldn't wait till monday god help our country god help america gentleman 
from illinois uh mr speaker i'm pleased to yield one minute to the distinguished majority leader mr army 
gentleman from texas is recognized the house will be in order the gentleman will suspend may we have 
order the gentleman may proceed mr speaker 
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the gentleman may proceed mr speaker no nation has been so blessed as america in the 1990s we enjoy a 
prosperity that our parents and our grandparents could not even imagine each day we invent wonderful new 
things to make life easier and more interesting our scientists are uncovering the wonder of god's creation 
from the secrets of our genes to the wonders of the universe the social problems that have caused so much 
pain and worry are diminishing crime is dropping welfare dependency has plummeted unwed teenage 
pregnancy rates are finally dropping religious belief and attention to decent moral values are on their rise in 
this great country even abroad america is respected as the world's most re the world's one remaining 
superpower we've triumphed over the vile tyrannies democratic nations on six continents owe their elected 
governments to our example and to our support we have never been safer our braved armed forces though 
they certainly need more resources are still unquestionably second to none the story this story is moving at 
the speed of sound we want to show you a picture from the white house right now our john king is reporting 
that shortly joe lockhart the presidential spokesman will emerge the president we're told is going to be calling 
on bob livingston to reconsider his decision to resign when that happens we'll bring it to you we expect it 
momentarily back now to the floor of the house as americans we know that when you allow ordinary people 
the freedom to help each other for their common benefit great things happen and in this land they certainly 
have but freedom mr speaker freedom depends upon something the rule of law and that's why this 
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the rule of law and that's why this solemn occasion is so important for today we are here to defend the rule of 
law according to the evidence presented by our fine judiciary committee the president of the united states 
has committed serious transgressions among other things he took an oath to god to tell the truth the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth and then he failed to do so not once but several times if we ignore this 
evidence i believe we undermine the rule of law that is so important to all that america is mr speaker a nation 
of laws cannot be ruled by a person who breaks the law otherwise it would be as if we had one set of rules 
for the leaders and another for the government we would have one standard for the powerful the popular and 
the wealthy and another for everyone else this would be lie our ideal that we have equal justice under the law 
that would weaken the rule of law and leave our children and grandchildren with a very poor legacy i don't 
know what challenges they will face in their time but i knew i do know they need to face those challenges 
with the greatest constitutional security and the soundest rule of fair and equal law available in the history of 
the world and i don't want us to risk they're losing that we want to show you this other picture again we're 
trying to follow all these tremendous things happening uh really literally around the world another strike 
underway in baghdad at 
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another strike underway in baghdad at this time apparently you see tracer fire there that usually comes as as 
the as the raid takes place or in advance of it we'll keep monitoring this and bring you up to date as we have 
details please stay with us their trust and they expect us to use it to serve the nation its heritage and its 
future we are not supposed to use it for ourselves sadly i think the president is very disappointed with the 
news he's heard from the capitol today he likes and respects representative livingston he's enjoyed working 
with him he thought he was enabled chairman of the appropriations committee over the last four years and 
he looked forward to working with him on a bipartisan basis over the next two years to push an agenda for 
america forward as you all know the president has always spoken out in very forceful terms about the politics 
of personal destruction whether it's directed against a democrat or whether it's directed against a republican i 
believe the president firmly believes that the politics of personal destruction in this town and this country has 


to come to an end and it has to stop soon and in that spirit the president's wish is that representative 
livingston would recon to reconsider the decision he announced on the floor today livingston called him the 
president to resign uh the president uh as we said is is going to do what's in the best interests of this country 
he's going to keep on pushing his agenda forward and i think that it would be wrong to give in to this 
insidious politics of personal to destruction which seems so pervasive in this town now i call livingston i i i i 
don't uh think he's had a chance to talk to him livingston thinks it's it's a lot of 
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livingston thinks it's it's a lot of stuff that's coming out more uh intrusive and i mean he feels it's the best thing 
for him to do why would the president want him to put himself through that well i think that uh as i've said 
here the politics of personal destruction needs to stop we we need to stop playing these kinds of games in 
washington you know the president has talked about this for years and he believes uh that it needs to stop 
and his wish is that representative livingston would reconsider that president is impending impeachment and 
directly from the white house where the president united states calling on livingston to reconsider to baghdad 
now where there is action christian amanpour is with us now christiane frank in the last few minutes uh we've 
heard both the sound of muffled explosions around the outskirts of baghdad it's the same kind of pattern as 
we've been hearing now for the last three nights it starts with these muffled explosions around the outskirts 
and we can also see some trace of fire in the air from the iraqi anti-aircraft artillery at the same time the 
evening call to prayer has started so there's a huge cacophony and juxtaposition of very different kind of 
noises around here uh we do understand though that perhaps iraq is braced for a fourth night of of air strikes 
uh the british uh wires are saying the british planes have taken off uh for targets in iraq and therefore we're 
waiting to see what will develop if it will be on as dramatic as scale as it was last night here in baghdad there 
have been other developments here as well also at the same time as this air attack is taking place um us 
president clinton delivered a televised address to the arab world in which he said uh he spoke very very uh 
clearly to the arab world about how the u.s who had not no quarrel with the people uh spoke about the us 
effort to try to to get the middle east peace process going again but specifically spoke about the quarrel that 
they had with the iraqi government 
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that they had with the iraqi government so that's the scene for the moment we are planning to hear from the 
iraqi vice president we understand in a press conference in about 20 minutes from now but right now we've 
had the beginnings of what appears to be a fourth night of airstrikes on targets in iraq frank christine 
amanpour in uh in baghdad and we of course will continue to watch watch that situation we want to take you 
back to the floor of the u.s house of representatives dick armey the majority leader is now speaking 
effectively with a leader who fails in his responsibilities mr speaker today we are defending the rule of law 
and we are letting freedom work in the lives of america this is tough for all of us we're all saddened by it but 
we will complete this work on this day and then we will go on we will go on in a great nation and we will go on 
in a government that once again strives to hold and preserve and assert its integrity along with its authority 
for you see mr speaker this vote today is not about the character of a president this vote is about the 
character of a nation and mr speaker i tend i intend to vote for the articles of impeachment and i intend to 
vote for the rule of law and i yield the balance of my time governor michigan mr speaker i'm pleased to 
recognize a senior member of judiciary committee departing this house the gentleman from new york mr 
charles schumer for one minute the gentleman will suspend for a minute the house will be in order house will 
be in order 
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gentlemen is recognized for one minute i thank the gentleman the argument made by the gentleman from 
texas the best argument that the majority has made thus far focused on upholding the rule of law but a 
hallmark of rule of law is proportionality of punishment if the president were caught if any president were 
caught speeding at 100 miles an hour he would have to be disciplined so that others would not feel that 


reckless speeding was permissible but we certainly wouldn't use the political equivalent of capital 
punishment impeachment to discipline that president on the other hand if the president accepted a bribe 
there would be no doubt he should be impeached and all 435 of us would vote for it lying under oath about 
an extramarital relationship requires significant punishment such as censure but not the political version of 
capital punishment impeachment my colleagues the rule of law requires that the punishment fit the crime 
allow us to vote for censure the appropriate punishment under rule of law mr speaker i'm pleased to yield five 
minutes to the distinguished gentleman from florida a member of the judiciary committee mr mccullum the 
house will be in order 
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[Music] the house will be in order ask members to take conversations off the floor the gentleman from florida 
is recognized for five minutes thank you very much mr speaker there are three questions we have to answer 
today first did the president of the united states commit the criminal suspend i'm going to ask the the folks 
over here find a place in the corridor the members in this aisle carrying on a conversation will please find 
room in the speaker's lobby the gentleman from florida deserves to be heard the gentleman uh an effort in 
the house of representatives to get some degree of control back obviously these developments this morning 
have really thrown things into a turmoil as you might expect no one had any sense that bob livingston was 
going to do what he did which was to say he's resigning he won't be uh speaker of the house and call on 
president clinton to resign jeff greenfield in short order joe lockhart went to the stakeout position to say the 
politics of personal destruction must stop the president is calling upon livingston to reconsider there couldn't 
have been 
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couldn't have been a more what shall i say appropriate moment for joe lockhart to kind of make the case that 
bill clinton very much wants to make in his own defense in fact he didn't just say the politics of personal 
destruction one time he used the phrase four times i believe he answered every question with that phrase if i 
were a betting man i'd say when and if the president speaks after the vote you're going to hear the theme of 
the day a ringing call to stop this politics of personal destruction far from taking livingston's advice he will 
point to that resignation as a sign of the cost of what this has done wolff blitzer's at the white house wolf you 
know and even in the midst of all of this we're now getting indications that the day four of this bombing 
campaign is about to be underway if it's not underway already the president has not yet formally scheduled a 
briefing with his national security advisers uh although uh secretary cohen and general shelton could be 
coming over later in the day that has not yet been scheduled well if i can jump in i'm sorry i want to jump in 
though because i i i Know this is uh critical right now i do want to ask you though on the subject of livingston 
very quickly when the president is scheduled to meet with his advisers later today and the democrats are 
going to be coming down there after this impeachment vote do you have an indication that this now becomes 
his main talking point yes the president uh will make the case that this has to end just as joe lockhart uh said 
and joe locker didn't only talk about the politics of personal destruction he spoke about the insidious politics 
of personal destruction we heard sexual mccarthyism raised by uh congressman nadler this is going to be a 
theme uh certainly a theme in the next few days and jeff one that uh what it would seem would resonate with 
the american public because uh you have to think that people really have had enough of this regardless of 
how they feel on impeachment yeah and i and i would i would uh guess if i might use that term that when that 
the president will stay away from the theme of sexual mccarthyism for rather obvious reasons it just reminds 
people of how we got into this in the first place but it's just fascinating to me how now in the first hour after 
livingston's announcement which can earn the title that we always overuse 
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that we always overuse stunning bombshell a shock uh we're that that the president now has to has to 
reconfigure his message for today and take this this uh enormous event into account candy crowley on 
capitol hill perhaps you could uh uh discuss a little bit more the the crisis that really now engulfs certainly 


confronts two branches of government well absolutely one of the things that i i think is uh stunning and 
shocking and all those things jeff just said i is is that through all of this from january on the two known victims 
of this entire scandal have both been republicans as speaker newt gingrich for the election losses and now 
the speaker to be bob livingston this throws the republican party in complete disarray at least as far as 
leadership is concerned they've been trying to put this kinder gentler face uh on their party leadership they 
now have to start from square one and i i think you can make the case at this point that throughout this entire 
year most of the damage that has been done has been done to the republican party michael gerhart you're 
an historian and i recall a conversation i had some time ago with christopher shays a republican from 
connecticut who had early come out and said this cannot be permitted to happen meaning impeachment and 
he made a broader point he said there is a politics of of of instability here and he drew an ark from watergate 
through what happened to jim wright through what happened in newt gingrich and and now he can add bob 
livingston and bill clinton to that and his point was this is fundamentally destabilizing this is fundamentally 
bad for our institutions of government well i think that he's right i think that the the critical thing to keep an eye 
on is the fact that we are in the midst of this historic process but it is taking its toll that we see that there's 
conflict not just between the branches not just between the congress here particularly the house and the 
president but also conflict within the house itself and even within the republican party this this whole decision 
about impeachment is having reverberations all throughout the government and yet 
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all throughout the government and yet one of the ironies about this we've been talking for a while where is 
the public ground swell about impeachment and you know this is the last christmas shopping weekend 
holiday shopping weekend and you wonder whether or not for all the roiling of the institutions one of the 
things that's happened over the last few years as we've seen from voter turnout is the public has gotten more 
and more disconnected from the process and one of the questions is is the public feeling what the politicians 
have done you know jeff it's very interesting you mentioned that because that is precisely what the christians 
was talking about that in as a part of all this the public increasingly backs away and that is fundamentally 
dangerous and it it may be dangerous there may be another point it may be oddly reassuring in a time of 
peace and prosperity baghdad to the contrary it may be that the public doesn't feel that its interests are as 
threatened by this instability as it would have a generation or two ago nobody's talking about the prospect of 
a cold war there is no cold war or the the economy the economy is in fine shape we've been talking about i 
want to see whether this as dramatic a series of events as you could concoct is actually going to break 
through to the public well it's interesting wolf because much of what the white house has been trying to do is 
reignite a sense of public passion about all of this they haven't been terribly successful but it's hard to to 
ignore this news in these headlines well it's it's very hard for anyone it's impossible in fact the white house 
acknowledges for anyone to defend the president's behavior and and no one is anticipating it the first lady 
you know this this it seems like a long time ago but remember this morning at 8 30 the first lady had 
delivered a pep talk for the house democrats up on capitol hill a lot of people think that if she had come out 
passionately enthusiastically with that kind of strong defense earlier on shortly after her husband confessed 
to this affair with monica lewinsky things might have turned out a little bit differently but of course that's 20 20 
hindsight well you know wolf i'm i'm reminded for example of that uh rose garden event the president did just 
before he left for the middle east we were told that what he was trying to do was not so much influence the 
judiciary committee 
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much influence the judiciary committee which was about to vote on articles of impeachment because it 
happened 10 minutes after he spoke but to get to the public to turn complacency from their friend which is 
kind of let him cruise through so much much of this with the polls relatively uh unmoving to to to his enemy 
complacency needs to be turned on its head now so that the public speaks out and saves him they were 
lulled into that complacency by the election results in early november and the quick uh resignation of house 
speaker newt gingrich they thought impeachment was dead i heard it repeatedly from people here the 
president supporters they thought that there would be no chance the president would be impeached how 


quickly that vacuum though the the white house sort of laid back and didn't get involved and and let some of 
the conservative republicans take the lead including tom delay the house majority whip and of course the 
end result is about to unfold wolf it's it's jeff greenfield is there any sense at the white house that if 
impeachment passes which or when in peace impeachment passes that's the point at which the public is 
going to get engaged is that why is that why the president is going to make a public appearance do they 
think after all of this this is going to do it they're not sure they they've seen the public opinion polls and they 
see the president's job approval rating remains in the 60s fairly high remarkably high given all that's going on 
over these past many months but they don't know when the public is going to really get what they're worried 
about frankly is that uh once the president is impeached there will be a groundswell increasing support for 
the president to resign spare the nation this uh ugly trial that is about to begin in the senate and that's what's 
of deep concern the president is obviously depressed about all of this one of the reasons that house 
leadership is going to come over here on the democratic side later this afternoon is to try to cheer him up a 
little bit candy crowley uh to you on the hill you know i was struck listening to bob livingston and then the 
speakers who came after him actually most of them stuck right to their scripts very few of them responded to 
these momentous events in any personal way tom delay did uh tom campbell did but very few of them 
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campbell did but very few of them well and i i think uh you know what you've seen is uh one of the nasty little 
secrets of politicians is that mostly when they go on the floor they do have a prepared statement i think you 
know we go back to the word speechless i think most of them were and in fact what sort of struck me was 
that when the speaker to be was in the middle of a speech and he he first of course called on the president 
to resign and when he paused right before he announced he would resign there were these cries from the 
democratic side will you resign you resign where pawnee promptly did and that was what he was going to 
say next in his speech and then we heard from mr nadler who steps up and says oh i think this was wrong so 
they had no idea how to react to this uh entire scenario here so they just went ah went ahead with the script 
that was planned very uh very interesting what uh what one wonders is happening in the cloak rooms and 
beyond do want to say tell you one other thing since we're monitoring uh the story in iraq as well the 
pentagon uh now confirming that another wave of bombing has uh has resumed in baghdad there you see 
the skies over baghdad as we speak lighting up with what we believe is tracer fire uh and any aircraft to fire 
we've seen this pattern uh repeatedly now in the last several days let's see if christian amanpour is in 
position and can bring us up to date as to what she's seeing christianity there yes i'm here frank uh indeed 
uh just a few moments ago we did report that we had heard the muffled explosions that signal to us that a 
wave is underway um at least the beginnings of of of yet another wave of airstrikes we don't know whether 
it's only just started in iraq tonight or is it just that it's just reached baghdad and it's reached our uh within our 
earshot what we've heard is as i said these explosions are somewhat in the distance but the trace of fire 
that's been going up as the iraqis tried to respond with anti-aircraft artillery um we just heard another one and 
this is really as i say been a pattern over the last few nights where it starts quite low quite muffled and then 
there are these 
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quite muffled and then there are these short bursts of quite dramatic impacts from the so far it's been cruise 
missiles we understand on targets inside uh baghdad last night our crews and personnel saw really quite a 
lot of cruise missiles i mean it was an amazing thing to be able to see and to be able to pick up on the 
television cameras and also to hear over the microphones you just saw these incredible white balls that 
moved quite slowly enough so the human eye can see it and follow it just until it gets out of sight and 
sometimes follow it until it actually makes an impact and this huge explosion so it is a very dramatic very 
visceral experience to be here and watch and listen to what is going on now in terms of what has been hit we 
have um not had a a real assessment from the u.s side today but we've heard from various people that some 
of the same buildings that were hit over the previous nights were hit again particularly the iraqi security police 
headquarters in downtown baghdad we hear from the iraqis that the bath party headquarters that is the party 
led by the iraqi president saddam hussein has been struck and we understand that there has been some 


collateral damage the iraqis telling us that a hospital in tikrit which is the hometown of the iraqi president and 
a hospital in the south of iraq has been hit we have also seen with our own eyes other installations in this city 
that have been hit we haven't been able to film these but i've seen the old defense ministry some of the other 
buildings around the security police headquarters and some buildings around other parts of town uh so that 
is basically what we know right now and we are waiting to see whether what happens around baghdad 
tonight is in a similar uh intensity as it has been over the last few nights frank christian amanpour in baghdad 
uh it is now nearing 11 o'clock eastern time and the debate on the floor of the house of representatives 
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representatives is underway let us very quickly bring you up to date on what has happened on this 
momentous day bob livingston who is going to be the next speaker of the house says he will not take that 
position and will quit the house altogether in about six months following revelations and admissions of 
extramarital affairs in so doing he's called on the he's called on the president to resign let us go back to the 
floor and we resume the debate the house will be in order members will take seats mr speaker the 
gentleman will suspend we're going to have order first the chair would ask members to take seats and 
accord the gentleman from michigan the right to be heard [Music] we have about 12 minutes of debate 
remaining before the votes start moving into the substantive issues gephardt congressman gephardat the 
democrat will first move a parliamentary motion to try to bring censure to the floor that is likely to fail you may 
see a democratic walk out at that time after that time all four articles of impeachment one after another will 
be voted i'm going to be handing things over to my colleagues judy woodruff and bernard shaw as that 
happens here's david bonyan with distinction and dedication for over 20 years now we find ourselves in a 
destructive cycle that is eating away at our democracy the politics of personal 


END 


